
Bed Bugs 
The circle of 
protection you can trust.
As global travel increases so does the spread of bed bugs. 
Bed bugs are human parasites, their spread is not affected by 
hygiene or social standing and their impact is felt throughout 
the hospitality industry without discrimination.



Bed bugs –  
what do we need to know?

Circle of protection

The evolution of 
effective control
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•	 At room temperature, bed bugs can live for between four 
to six months without a blood meal — and even longer at 
cooler temperatures. Their naturally reclusive nature means 
that they prefer to reside in tight cracks and crevices that are 
near a potential host, emerging to feed, typically between 3 
a.m. and 5 a.m. when there is little disturbance or movement.  

•	 Female bed bugs can quickly establish an infestation,  
laying an average of eight eggs per day and up to 500 in  
a lifetime. Bed bug eggs are approximately 1mm long and 
a fed adult is up to 6mm long, so whilst the impact of larger 
infestation may be felt, effectively locating, and treating all 
bed bugs is a skilled professional task.

Due to an increase in global travel since the late 1990’s, bed 
bugs have become an unavoidable threat to the hospitality 
industry. The most effective tool to protect guests and brand 
reputation whilst preventing infestations from becoming 
established and spreading is regular inspection.

Canine monitoring offers a fast and accurate method of 
bed bug inspection. The dogs use scent to locate bed bugs, 
smelling both live bed bugs and their eggs without disruption 
to a room in less than a minute, providing an effective 
and efficient screening. Used regularly canine monitoring 
provides vital protection within the hospitality industry. 

Once an infestation is reported, insecticides have historically 
been used as a treatment option, however 100% control is 
difficult to achieve. Bed bugs hide deep into cracks and crevices, 
potentially avoiding the impact of the treatment. Residual 
insecticides in the UK are increasingly ineffective against 
bedbugs as a result of emerging insecticide resistance.

Without disruption to the rooms, this is 
a highly effective and efficient method 
of monitoring that is beneficial for all 
properties

If even one bed bug remains an 
infestation can be re-established, 
therefore all activity must be removed
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The appearance of a bed bug changes throughout 
its lifecycle. Eggs and first instar nymphs are 
approximately 1mm long and can be easily overlooked.
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What does a bed 
bug look like?

How do Ecolab Canine 
Inspections work?

Inspection EliminationDetection Monitoring

•	 In most cases a Canine Team comprises 
of a qualified Service Specialist and two 
trained dogs. 
 

•	 The Service Specialist visually confirms 
the presence of Bed Bugs indicated by 
the dog.  

•	 Canine screening enables all the rooms 
in a hotel to be scheduled for screening 
in a single visit.  

•	 Since dogs use scent rather than sight, 
a canine screen of a room is around 50 
times faster than a visual inspection by 
an experienced service specialist. 
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Treatment using heat will kill all bedbug life 
stages, whilst leaving no residues.  

The Ecolab difference
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Contact your Ecolab Pest team representative
 call: 0800 789 600 | visit: ecolab.com/pest
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“Heat treatments are particularly 
well suited to the hospitality sector. 
In hotels, bedbug infestations 
can be hard to detect. Hotel beds 
and headboards often have large 
inaccessible voids, providing the 
bugs with suitable hiding places that 
hotel staff and pest managers cannot 
access to check. Missed infestations 
result in treatment failures and a 
recurring bedbug problem.

Chemical and steam treatments rely 
on pest managers identifying where 
the bugs are to focus treatment. 
Structural heat treatments allow 
for large areas of the building to be 
treated at the same time, reducing 
the risk that infested rooms are 
missed or that the bugs move to 
escape treatment.”

Industry Expert, Dr Richard Naylor

•	 Using conductive energy to consistently heat a room to 52°C has been 
scientifically found to provide the most effective control. By creating an 
environment in which bed bugs cannot survive, Ecolab Service  
Associates ensure activity within the room is successfully treated 

•	 Ecolab Service Associates complete site-specific risk-assessments  
prior to treatment to ensure the most effective treatment. 

•	 Heat-treatments create minimal disruption to the room so the room  
can be used quickly post-treatment.  

•	 Ecolab Service Associates are all trained to externally accredited 
professional standards and undergo continuous training to maintain their 
CPD registration. Their understanding and experience of bed bug behaviour 
is of the highest standard to provide control that can give you confidence. 

•	 Heat is effectively targeted and maintained throughout treatment.  
On-site Ecolab Service Associates monitor the treatment using  
thermal-cameras and temperature probes to ensure the optimum 
temperature is maintained for the period, determined by risk-assessment.  

•	 Time stamped treatments logs are recorded and are fully auditable. 

•	 Ecolab Bed Bug control utilises the most effective methods for inspection 
and successfully controlling infestations. With nationwide coverage 
delivered to our unwavering standards we protect your guests,  
brand, and bottom line.

We are your trusted pest partner, delivering value 
to your business. Through operational efficiency 
coupled with quality and safety, we enable you to 
focus on your business without disruption.

Sustainability is core to our purpose to make the 
world cleaner, safer and healthier. We champion best 
practice aligning to your sustainability goals as we 
focus on lessening our environmental impact.

Ecolab are committed to a higher standard. 
Through our proactive people and innovative spirit, 
we protect you today, while advancing new and 
better solutions to protect you tomorrow.

Protecting your business, protecting our tomorrow


